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Governor’s Pacific Rim Safety and Health Conference for 2008 
 

The Governor’s Pacific Rim Safety and Health Conference will be held May 19 -21, 2008 at the Hawaii 
Convention Center.  The Hawaii Prince Hotel is the convention hotel and is located at 100 Holomoana Street 
across from the Ala Wai Boat Harbor. 
 
ASSE Society President, Michael Thompson, CSP and Region I Vice-President, Terrie Norris, CSP, will speak 
at the conference, along with 60 other speakers from across the country, England and Canada.  Over 90 
exhibitors and 45 Corporate Sponsors have committed to help make this conference a success.   
 
The Excellence in Safety Awards program will be held during lunch on Tuesday and will be hosted by Howard 
Dicus of the KGMB9 Sunshine morning program.  There were 9 contactors and 9 general industry applicants 
for the awards. 
 

Legislative Session 
 
If you want to check out the workers’ compensation bills under consideration in the current Legislative session 
check out the websites below.  It takes a few minutes to download 
  
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2008/Bills/HB2386_.pdf 
 
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2008/Bills/HB2388_HD1_.pdf 
 

CONGRATULATIONS & WELCOME ABOARD TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS: 
 
Casey Alop                            Blazemasters Fire Protection 
Randy Galeon                        Iroquois Point Island Club 
Travis Gomez                        Hawaiian Dredging 
Lauren Sparkman                  ECC 
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COUNCIL on Practices and Standards (CoPs) 
 
Increase in Practice Specialty Cost 
 
Effective January 2008, the cost to join a practice specialty will increase from $15 to $20 (per practice 
specialty).  In the nearly 14 years since the last price increase, the ASSE and CoPS have worked hard to keep 
practice specialty membership fees affordable, even during several postage rate hikes and increasing printing 
and publication costs. The nominal increase will be used to address rising costs needed to support the 13 
different technical publications and to provide our current high-caliber products and services. It will 
also position the practice specialties for future growth and improvement. 
 
CoPS SH&E REPORT (Download the most recent version!) 
http://www.asse.org/practicespecialties/docs/CoPS%20Newsletter%20(Vol.%202%20No.%202).pdf  
 
This issue features: 

• An interview with Joseph Feldstein, Chair of the U.S. TAG to ISOTC94/SC4 for Fall Protection 
• An article by Dennis K. Neitzel on NFPA 70E 
• Updates on the Z359 Fall Protection Code & A10.46 standard 
• News You Can Use 
• Regulatory highlights 
 

All readers are encouraged to submit the following items to the  
next issue of CoPS SH&E Report, which closes on November 16,  
2007: 

• New activities, achievements or upcoming events within 
      your practice specialty/branch 
• Industry reports 
• Information to support the Body of Knowledge 
• New best practices 
• News items 
• Potential interview candidates 
• Standards and regulatory updates 
• Technical articles  

Please e-mail your submissions to jcappello@asse.org  
 

 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES Votes to Change Criteria for Professional Membership 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What has changed?  

A: Previously, those members with a bachelor’s degree and 10 years’ SH&E experience, or those with a CSP or CIH in good 
standing, were allowed professional membership status in the Society. The new criteria requires a credential from the 
approved list, a bachelor’s degree and 5 years’ experience in SH&E; or a doctorate-level degree in an SH&E field and 5 years’ 
SH&E experience. 

Q: How does the change to the criteria to become a professional member affect those who are currently classified as 
professional members? 
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A: Members who are currently classified as a professional member will not be affected by this change. Once you are 
classified as a professional member, your classification will not change as long as you continue to meet the requirements (for 
example, keep your CSP in good standing with BCSP). 

Q: How can I reclassify? 

A: One of two ways: 

• Through the online form. The site will allow no-cost reclassification between now and June 30, 2008. 

• Through the membership application via fax or mail. The back page of the application has a “reclassification” option. 
Complete the Work/Educational History and the Occupational Experience sections. Again, the cost will be waived through 
June 30, 2008. 

Q: If I reclassify to professional member now without a certification, what will happen on July 1, 2008? 

A: All members who reclassify to professional member before July 1, 2008, will keep their level of membership at that time 
(if this includes a certification, it must also be in good standing). All members who join or reclassify after that point will need 
to meet the new requirements. 

Q: I reside outside of the U.S. and have a hard time accessing certification programs. How does this apply to me? 

A: For members residing outside of the U.S., the change will not take effect until July 1, 2009. This will provide an additional 
year to acclimate to the new criteria. 

Q: I hold a certification outside of the list currently recognized by ASSE. Can this certification be considered to be recognized 
for professional membership?  

A: The ASSE Admissions Committee is continually reviewing credentials for consideration for Professional Membership. If you 
would like a credential to be considered, please submit it to Michelle Brozell, manager, membership development. 

Q: If I do not reclassify, how does this impact me as a safety professional and ASSE member? 

A: Professional membership is a mark of distinction in ASSE and the profession. In addition to this recognition, there exist 
requirements for holding office in the Society that require professional membership (e.g., Board of Directors, practice 
specialty administrators, etc.). 

Q: If I am not a professional member, can I still serve as a chapter president? 

A: Yes, chapter presidents must be classified as either a member or a professional member of the Society. 

Have other questions or want further clarification? Contact Michelle Brozell, manager, membership development. 

At the recent House of Delegates Meeting, held June 24, 2007, in conjunction with Safety 2007, delegates voted to 
approve a change to the criteria to become a professional member of ASSE. The new criteria will go into effect on July 
1, 2008, for those members residing within the U.S., and July 1, 2009, for those members residing outside of the U.S.  

To give current members time to adjust to this change, ASSE is waiving the reclassification fee for a short term. 
Members can reclassify at no cost through an online form.  

The new criteria to qualify for professional membership are as follows: 

1. Shall be a certified safety professional (CSP) or certified industrial hygienist (CIH) in good standing with the 
Board of Certified Safety Professionals or American Board of Industrial Hygiene, respectively, or 

2. Shall hold an accredited certification from a body recognized by the Admissions Committee, hold a baccalaureate 
or higher degree from an accredited college or university and shall have a minimum of 5 years in the aggregate 
professional safety, health and environmental experience, or 

3. Shall be registered or licensed by a state agency as a professional engineer (P.E.), hold a baccalaureate or higher 
degree from an accredited college or university and shall have a minimum of 5 years in the aggregate 
professional safety, health and environmental experience, or 

4. Shall hold a doctorate level degree from an accredited college or university in a safety, health and environmental 
field recognized by the Admissions Committee and shall have a minimum of 5 years in the aggregate professional 
safety, health and environmental experience. 
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Thus, to obtain professional member status with ASSE, members must have one of the following certifications: 

• CSP  

• CIH  

OR, one of the following certifications/licenses, along with a bachelor’s degree and 5 years of SH&E experience: 

• P.E.  

• Certified Health Physicist (CHP)  

• Certified Hazardous Materials Manager (CHMM)  

• Canadian Registered Safety Professional (CRSP)  

• Certified Professional Environmental Auditor (CPEA)  

• Chartered Member-IOSH (CMIOSH)  

• Chartered Fellow-IOSH (CFIOSH)  

• Certified Fire Protection Specialist (CFPS)  

OR must have a doctorate level degree in an SH&E field and 5 years of SH&E experience. 

 
 

FUTURE LUCHEON SPEAKERS 
Date Speaker Company Subject 

March 20, 2008 Scott Williams Lex Brodie Safety is the key to how Lex 
Brodie arrived at great customer 
service, and he’ll tell his story 
about how that came to be. 

April 17, 2008 Jim Newberry Island Insurance Achieving optimal safety results 
by managing change with 
interpersonal skills 

May 19-21, 2008 10th Biennial 
Pacific Rim 
Safety and 
Health 
Conference 

At the Hawaii Convention 
Center 

Numerous Topics 

 
Unless otherwise noted, the meetings will be held at Hale Ikena in Fort Shafter from 11:00am to 1:00pm.  The 
cost of attending including lunch is $15.00.  
 
If you have any suggestions for speakers, please call Danielle Plimpton, our President-Elect & Program 
Chair @ 527.7497 
 
 


