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FAQ’s Relating to the Use of  
Mobile Electronic Devices 

  

Q: What is Bill 4 (2009) Relating to the Use of Electronic 
Devices While Operating a Motor Vehicle? 

A: This is a new law that prohibits the use of mobile electronic 
devices while operating a motor vehicle.  The law’s purpose is to 
make Honolulu roadways safer for motorists, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists. 

 

Q: What is a “mobile electronic device”? 

A: “Mobile electronic device” refers to any hand-held or other 
portable electronic equipment capable of providing wireless and/or 
data communication between two or more persons or of providing 
amusement, including but not limited to a cellular phone, text 
messaging device, paging device, personal digital assistant, laptop 



computer, video game, or digital photographic device.  The law 
does not prohibit the use of audio equipment installed in a motor 
vehicle for the purposes of providing navigation, emergency 
assistance to the operator of the motor vehicle, or video 
entertainment to the passengers in the rear seats of a motor 
vehicle. 

Q: What does “use” or “using” mean under this law? 

A: “Use” or “using” means holding a mobile electronic device while 
operating a motor vehicle. 

Q: Does the law ban all mobile electronic devices? 

A: The law applies to hand-held devices.  Hands-free devices are 
still allowed. 

Q: Does the law prohibit texting? 

A: Yes, it is illegal for drivers to text or engage in other hand-held 
uses of mobile electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle. 

Q: May I make a call on my phone while stopped in traffic? 

A: No. 

Q: What if I need to use my phone in an emergency, but I don’t 
have a hands-free device? 

A: The law exempts the use of cellular phones for emergency 911 
calls. 

Q: What is the fine for this offense? 

A: $67 for the first offense.  

Q: Does the law apply to out-of-state drivers? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Are passengers affected by this law? 



A: No, only the driver of the vehicle. 

Q: When does the law take effect?  Will there be a grace 
period? 

A: Enforcement will begin on July 1, 2009, when the law takes 
effect.  

 




